Mason City Community Schools 2021

AT JEFFERSON

Follow us on TWITTER:
@Jefferson_MCCSD
Follow Jefferson PTO
on Facebook

School Day
SCHOOL HOURS:
M T Th F
K-4: 8:05-3:00 p.m.

Just a reminder that our K-4 students are supervised inside before school
starting at 7:45 a.m. and can begin entering breakfast or their rooms.
The bell rings at 8:05 and our instructional time starts at 8:10 a.m. If
your student arrives in the room after the pledge, they are counted tardy
for the school day.

Wednesdays
K-4: 8:05-1:40 p.m.
Breakfast and inside
supervision starts
20 minutes before the
beginning of the school day.
SCHOOL PROGRAMS:
*4th Grade: October 21
*3rd Grade: November 18

*2nd Grade: December 9
*1st Grade: March 10
*Kindergarten: April 21
All programs are at 6:00
p.m. in Jefferson gym.
Doors will not open until
5:45 p.m.

Absences Notices
If your student is going to be late, gone for the day, or needs to leave early for an appointment, please call the school office at 641-421-4411.

Fall Conferences
Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Monday, November 1st, from
4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and on Thursday, November 4th, from 1:00 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. We will have an early dismissal of 12:15 p.m. on November 4th.
You will get an email notice to sign up for conferences. If you don’t have
computer access, please call the Jefferson office. There is no school for
students on Friday, November 5th.
Fundraiser Item pickup will be on Nov. 4th from 3:30-6:00 pm.

NURSING NOTES:
All kindergarten students
need to have their physical,
immunization, dental and
vision screening forms
turned in as soon as
possible.
All 3rd graders need to turn
their vision screening form
in as soon as possible.

October 25-29 is Red Ribbon Week and the theme is “Drug
Free Looks Like Me.” We will have dress up days during
the week of October 25 to remind kids that they should be
Drug Free and pledge to have healthy bodies and healthy
minds.

• Monday, Oct. 25th—PJ Day—Put Drugs to bed forever!
• Tuesday, Oct. 26th—Beach Day– Living my best life when my body is
healthy!

• Wednesday, Oct. 27th-Hat Day—Hat’s off to a drug free life!
• Thursday, Oct. 28th—Career Day—My future is bright Drugfree!
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Upcoming Important Dates:
 October 11

Jefferson PTO Meeting 6:30 p.m. in IC

 October 15

Fall Parties

 October 28

Picture Retakes

 November 1

K-4 Conferences 4:00-7:30 p.m.

 November 4

12:15 p.m. K-4 Early Dismissal, No PreSchool

 November 4

K-4 Conferences 1:00-7:00 p.m.

 November 4

Fall Fundraiser Pick-Up 3:30-6:00 pm in gym
(ALL ITEMS MUST BE PICKED UP THIS NIGHT.)

JEFFERSON PARTIES:
Fall Parties:
October 15
Winter Party:
December 21
Valentines Party:
February 11

Grandparents/Special
Friend Day: April 15
Reminder to
Room Parents:
We need to offer one
healthy snack along with
the sweet treats and no
pop can be served.

 November 5

No school for students/PD for staff

 November 7

Daylight Savings time ends—Clocks fall back 1hour

F i r e P r e v e n t i o n We e k
Fire Prevention Week runs Sunday, Oct. 3rd-9th. This year’s theme is
“Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety!” Everyone is encouraged to get educated
about the different sounds the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms make.
Knowing what to do when an alarm sounds will keep you and your family
safe. You can find more information plus games and activities for kids at
www.firepreventionweek.org. The MCFD annual open house is scheduled
for Sunday, Oct. 10th from 12:00-3:00 pm. Our Kindergarten, 1st graders
and 2nd graders will have Fire Safety Presentations on Oct. 5th at Jefferson
and the 3rd graders will tour the Fire Station on Oct. 5th.

Bus Safety
It is a privilege to ride the school bus. Students are to follow safety and behavior expectations to ensure the safe transportation deserved by all. Inappropriate behavior impacting the safety of others will not be tolerated. Students who fail to follow safety and behavioral expectations, may be
suspended from the bus temporarily or permanently. If a student is suspended from the bus, it is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to transport
the student to and from school.

 Plan to be at the bus stop a few minutes before the bus is scheduled to
arrive. Students should keep their bus pass in their backpack at all times.
Wait for the bus in a safe place off the roadway. Avoid horseplay and respect the privacy and property of others.

 Enter the bus with mask on in an orderly manner and take your seat. Use
quiet voices while on the bus.

 Respect the “danger zone,” a 10-foot wide area surrounding the bus on all
PICTURE RETAKES:
October 28

sides. When crossing the street, make sure you can see the driver’s face.
Wait for the driver to signal that it is safe to cross.

 Do not return to the bus to pick up anything you left behind or dropped
near the bus. The bus driver may not see you come back to the bus.
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WIN Time
You might have heard your child talk about WIN time. You might be wondering what
they are talking about. WIN time stands for (WHAT I NEED). This time will look different for every student because it is truly what THEY need. Students might spend time in
small groups with teachers, working independently, working in more than one group.
Students will be in flexible groups. What this means is their groups could change if they gain skills or
need a different skill at a different time. They might be doing literacy work with one of our reading
specialists. They might go to another teacher at that grade level to work on literacy with other students at their level. They might be doing acceleration skills with our Gifted teacher, Mrs. Anderson.
This could look like math acceleration or re-teaching. It takes an entire village and is a group effort to
meet the needs of our students. As you can expect, our students need different things throughout the
day. This is one way to address their unique needs.

School Counselor Website
Greetings Jefferson Parents!
Each year our students participate in classroom guidance lessons lead by me, Jefferson’s School Counselor. This year we have implemented a new program called “Second Step” for the guidance curriculum. Second Step is a "universal, classroom-based, social-emotional learning curriculum for Kindergarten–Grade 4 that nurtures children’s social-emotional competence and foundational learning skills." ~ Second Step
My goal is to provide our students with essential skills needed to develop positive relationships and
enhance their learning skills. These skills are reinforced through daily activities facilitated by your
child’s classroom teacher. Parents are also encouraged to support this instruction by helping with the
“home link” activities sent home after each classroom lesson.
Lessons are taught once per cycle for 20-30 minutes. If you would like to access resources or find out
what your child is learning during our lessons, create an account: click on https://
www.secondstep.org/ and register with your email and a password you have chosen. Then enter the
access key for your child's grade located below.
Kindergarten
SSPK FAMI LY70
Grade 1
SSP1 FAMI LY71
Grade 2
SSP2 FAMI LY72
Grade 3
SSP3 FAMI LY73
Grade 4
SSP4 FAMI LY74
Grade 5
SSP5 FAMI LY75

Please check out our Guidance Counselor, Sarah Despenas,
school website. http://jefferson-school-counselor.weebly.com

Thank you for your support of Jefferson’s school counseling program! It is my pleasure to work with
the students, staff and families in our building! If you have any questions about services, or would like
to speak with me about your child, please contact me at 641-421-4411 or
sdespenas@masoncityschools.org.
Sarah Despenas, M.S.
School Counselor
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Follow JEFFERSON PTO on Facebook

Please join us at our next PTO meeting on Monday, October 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the IC. We would love
to have you attend and get involved in PTO.
We had another successful Fall Fundraiser this year! Thank you so much to all of the families that
participated! You are who make our fundraiser so successful. Congratulations to Luke Stringer for
being the top salesperson this year!!! The 2nd top seller was McKenna Rickard, 3rd top seller was
Peyton Wickering, 4th top seller was Elias Hall and 5th top seller was Rylinne Bollig. The top selling class was Ms. Gapinski’s kindergarten class and the 2nd top selling class was Mrs. Shurtz’s 2nd
grade class. A BIG THANKS to everyone for their participation and support. A special thank you to
those who volunteered their time with processing orders: Lori Brandt and Kristen B.

Thursday, November 4th will be fundraiser pick up from 3:30-6:00 pm in the gym.
During the month of October, Jefferson Elementary PTO will receive a $1
donation from each purchase of the $2.50 reusable red "My Heart" Bag at
the at Hy-Vee Drugstore 875 4th Street SW, Mason IA.

T h e N e x t G e n e r a t i o n O f B o x To p s I s H e r e
The Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art technology to scan your store receipt, find
participating products and instantly add Box Tops to your school's earnings online.
Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production, but may continue to be found
on many products throughout the store. You can still clip and send them to school. Every
valid Box Tops clip is worth 10¢ for your school. Make sure each one has a clearly visible
product acronym and expiration date.
Eventually the Box Tops program will become digital-only. Participating brands are starting
to change their packaging from a traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box Top label.
If you see this label, use the new Box Tops app to scan your receipt. Box Tops are still worth 10¢
each for your school. The app will find participating products purchased at any store and instantly
add cash to your school's earnings online. The new system is more convenient, you can redeem anywhere, anytime within 14 days of purchase. Your school’s earnings are automatically updated
online.
For more information please go to the BoxTops website:
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Mason City Public Library Fall Program
It's time to Fall into Reading with the Mason City Public Library! There are free and fun library challenges available for most ages. All Fall Library Challenges will run from September 27 - November
12.
Children ages 2-11 will track their reading and activity progress to earn tickets to enter into the prize
drawings of their choice. Enjoy a fall scavenger hunt, fun crafts, check out cool books, and more! All
participants will receive a free book of their choice. Grand prizes include a coding robot, a $50 Now
& Then gift card, a $50 Turtle Creek Pottery gift card, a $25 Amazon gift card, and more!
Teens ages 12-18 can stop at the Youth Services desk to participate in the Fall Library Challenge.
Each week will feature a new challenge to obtain a daily scratch ticket in order to win prizes. All
tickets will be entered into a mid-way prize drawing for either a $25 Amazon or Starbucks gift card
and a final prize drawing for either a $50 Amazon or Now & Then gift card. There will be multiple
opportunities to earn extra entries into the prize drawing.
This year we are happy to add activities for adults along with our teen and children’s challenges.
Complete one or more rows on our Fall Reading Bingo sheet and/or complete two fall activities from
our activities list and you may win an indoor s’mores maker or a cozy booklover’s pillow. The MCPL
will have two guest speakers in October. Watch our Facebook page and website for details about the
upcoming author talk on writing nonfiction by Linda McCann and for a performance by Duffy Hudson about the “Black Dahlia” murder mystery hosted by the Friends of the Library.
For more information go to www.mcpl.org and click on the Fall Library Challenge banner or call the
Youth Services Desk at 641-421-3671 or the Main Desk at 641-421-3668.

